
ATTENDANCE NEWSLETTER

We are continuing with our staggered start times after the Easter break. We ask that

students arrive in school at staggered times to reduce the mixing of year groups and reduce

the number of students coming through the school gates at one time. Punctuality is a life

lesson and we ask for your support in ensuring your child arrives on time every day. 

Arriving on time for school is important as late arrivals are disruptive for the class and can

be embarrassing for the child who is late. Children can also miss important information

during registration. It is essential that your child starts their day off at school in the best

possible way by being on time and ready to learn. 

THE SCHOOL RUN

Returning  to  school  after  a  long  break  may  have  brought  out  a  host  of

different  thoughts  and  feelings  for  many  of  our  students .   Some  will  have  been

feeling  excited ,  others  may  well  have  been  feeling  somewhat  anxious  and

some  stil l  are .   Both  of  these  feelings  are  perfectly  normal  and  the  most

important  thing  that  we  can  do  to  support  those  who  are  feeling  anxious  is  to

talk  so  that  we  can  address  these  feelings  and  support  where  necessary  to

make  the  process  easier  and  less  stressful .

We  have  all  – children ,  young  people  and  adults  alike  -  been  affected  by  and

responded  to  this  pandemic  in  different  ways .  From  8th  March  2021 ,  it  became

mandatory  once  again  for  all  students  to  attend  school  on  every  day  possible .

Mandatory  attendance  means  that  it  is  the  legal  duty  of  a  parent/carer  to  send

their  child  (of  compulsory  school  age)  to  school  regularly .   Local  authorities

have  a  range  of  legal  powers  to  enforce  attendance  i f  a  child  does  not  attend

school  without  a  valid  reason .  
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WELCOME BACK



Please inform school by 8.40am on every day that your child is going to be absent from

school .  

We need to know the reason for your child ’s absence so that we can record this accurately

on our registers. 

As COVID-19 has put so many restrictions on our children , it is important that they attend

school on every day possible so that they can continue to work towards achieving their full

potential and be amongst their peers.  

If your child is feeling worried or anxious about school , is presenting with more illnesses

than they have previously or is finding it difficult to get back into a routine , please talk to us

so that we can support where possible.  Children need to be in school with their peers and

continue their education so it is important to instil resilience not take unnecessary days off

school .

ABSENCE 

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 should be in school and in their tutor group
line by 8.30am.  Students in Year’s 10-13 should be in school and in their
tutor room by 8.40am.   This  will  also  hopefully  spread  out  the  flow  of

students  along  the  pavements  around  the  local  community .   If  you  have

children  in  different  year  groups ,  they  should  be  in  school  for  the  earlier  time .  

 We  fully  understand  that  on  occasions  there  will  be  unavoidable  situations

which  mean  that  students  are  late  for  school .   Please  ensure  that  you  contact

the  Academy  and  let  us  know  that  your  child  will  be  late  so  that  we  can  mark

our  registers  accordingly  and  they  do  not  receive  a  sanction  for  the  lateness .  

 Students  arriving  to  school  after  their  scheduled  time  with  no  valid  reason  will

receive  a  15-minute  detention .  

Over  the  past  couple  of  weeks ,  we  have  had  roadworks  on  Pool  Road  which  has

limited  the  number  of  cars  driving  or  parking  along  this  road  to  drop  off  or

collect  their  children .  During  this  time ,  our  students  felt  safer  when  crossing

the  road  and  coming  into  school  so  i f  you  are  able  to  drop  off  or  collect  your

child  away  from  Pool  Road ,  this  would  be  very  much  appreciated  so  that  we

can  continue  to  support  our  students  in  feeling  safe .   There  really  is  no  need

for  students  to  sit  and  wait  in  the  car  to  be  dropped  off  right  by  the  gate  so

please  encourage  your  child  to  get  out  and  walk  to  avoid  sitting  in  traffic

congestion  along  Pool  Road .  

Please  encourage  your  child  to  come  straight  in  to  school  or  to  return  straight

home  instead  of  waiting  with  their  friends  in  large  groups  where  they  can

often  be  blocking  the  pavement  or  entrance  to  local  shops  and  businesses .  

 There  are  stil l  COVID-19  social  distancing  restrictions  in  place  and  we  should

all  play  our  part  to  keep  ourselves  and  each  other  safe .

Please  do  encourage  your  children  to  use  the  Crossing  Patrol  to  cross  the  road

and  to  ensure  social  distancing .  Mrs  Fisher  does  an  amazing  job  every  morning

and  afternoon  so  that  our  children  are  as  safe  as  possible  on  their  journey  to

and  from  school .  
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Have symptoms or live in a household with someone who has symptoms

Have tested positive themselves , even if they do not have symptoms

Live in a household with someone who has tested positive , even if that person does not

have symptoms 

 are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19).

If we do not hear from you , we will try to contact you to find out why your child is not in

school . If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your child ’s

absence , this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

 

As you would expect , staff at Erasmus Darwin Academy are continuing to go above and

beyond to ensure that all COVID safety measures are in place and practiced so that our

students are able to attend school every day that it is open. 

A small number of students may be unable to attend school in line with public health

advice to self-isolate due to COVID-19. Students should not come to school if they :
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You  will  have  received  information  from  us  already  about  what  you  should  do

if  your  child  or  a  member  of  your  household  has  to  isolate  due  to  COVID-19

reasons .

As  a  quick  reminder ,  we  need  to  know  i f  a  family  is  isolating  or  i f  there  has

been  a  positive  case .  

Please inform us immediately of any POSITIVE COVID-19 test results by
using the following email address: covid@eda.staffs.sch.uk 
It  is  essential  that  students  unable  to  attend  school  because  of  COVID-19

isolation  are  accessing  their  remote  learning  work .  Work  will  only  be  uploaded

onto  TEAMS  for  students  isolating  only ,  not  for  those  absent  for  other  reasons .

NOTIFICATION OF A POSITIVE COVID TEST

Missing registration , or any session , for a medical or dental appointment is counted as an

authorised absence ; advance notice and evidence is required for authorising these absences. 

However , we strongly encourage parents to make medical and dental appointments out of

school hours where possible. Where this is not possible , the student should be out of school

for the minimum amount of time necessary. Medical coding for absence does impact on a

student ’s overall rate of attendance. 

To notify the Academy of medical appointments , parents/carers can contact reception via

the ConnectED App , text message , email or phone call . Alternatively , parents can ask their

child to show an appointment card to our Attendance Officer on Reception. Medical

evidence is required for all absences to be authorised due to medical appointments. 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS

http://eda.staffs.sch.uk/


Throughout the latest lockdown , we were required by law to continue to record all

children ’s attendance daily.  This may have had an impact on your child ’s attendance

percentage because of the Government guidelines we were obliged to follow.  If you would

like to discuss your child ’s attendance percentage , please contact school and Ms Aldridge

will get back to you.

Lots of people think that missing the odd day at school here and there can ’t do much harm.

But the odd day here and there soon adds up and even taking a short amount of time can

become a problem. Your child might fall behind in their work and not be able to catch up. If

there are gaps in their knowledge they may be at a disadvantage and experience some

concerns when school assessment time comes around. The link between attendance and

progress is an irrefutable one and we ask that you give your child the best possible chance

of succeeding by ensuring they attend every day possible. 

ATTENDANCE PERCENTAGES

When we return to school, students
need to bring a drink into school
with them every day. I t  is a good

habit to drink plenty of water
throughout the day to prevent

dehydration. We have noticed over
the past weeks that many students

are presenting with having a
headache and this could be because
they are not drinking enough water

throughout the day.

Your chi ld may be able to get free
school meals i f  your household are
enti t led to certain benefi ts. Please
go on to the government website to

check your el igibi l i ty: 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-

school-meals
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ROUTINE
Over the period of lockdown, students

might have enjoyed sleeping in or
staying up late and may fal l  back into

this habit over the Easter hol iday.  This
might make i t  di f f icult  gett ing back into
the school routine when we return on

19th Apri l .  Please encourage your chi ld
to have an early night and get back into

a sleep routine before we return to
school so that they are able to get up,
get ready and be in school on t ime. 

FOOD AND DRINK

More information about school attendance from the government can be found in their
guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publ ications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-
about-early-years-providers-schools-and-col leges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-

outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-
col leges-during-covid-19

 

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19


Start your day earlier than normal and don’t forget to set your alarm! On your first day

back to school after the break , you 'll be out of practice again with your routine , which will

likely add more time than you expect. Try to get up a little earlier than normal so that you

have extra time to make sure you have everything you need for the day. Try to get things

ready on Sunday.

A MESSAGE FOR STUDENTS: 
ON YOUR FIRST DAY BACK

Please leave enough t ime for your journey
so that you arr ive on t ime. There may be
more people out and about than in
previous weeks and this may cause some
unexpected congestion in areas. Please
come straight in to school upon arr ival
and do not wait around by any local
businesses or shops. You need to be
considerate to your peers and others
within the community. Arr ive on t ime so
that you are not causing yourself
addit ional stress and anxiety.I f  you get
dropped off by car, please do not wait in
the car i f  there is congestion on Pool
Road, get out and walk so that you are not
late.

Your parents/carers and school staff  might
have some good advice for beating the
back-to-school blues and wil l  be able to
answer any questions you have. Talking to
someone real ly does help.

TALK TO THE ADULTS
AROUND YOU 
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This could put you on the fast track to
feel ing better about your school day. A
good breakfast wi l l  keep you going
throughout the day

ARRIVING TO SCHOOL. EAT A HEALTHY BREAKFAST 

Please remember to treat others how you
would l ike to be treated! During this
pandemic, everyone is going through the
same issue but is experiencing i t
dif ferently. We need to get through this
together. I f  you see someone struggl ing,
offer to help and reassure them if  you
can. Let an adult know if  you are worried
about someone or something.

BE KIND TO OTHERS 

 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU SOON AND 
UNTIL THEN, STAY SAFE. 

 #WEAREEDA
 

ENJOY THE EASTER BREAK -
SCHOOL RE-OPENS ON

MONDAY 19TH APRIL 2021.


